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TELEGRAM   FROM   SECRETARY   OF    STATE    FOR   INDIA   TO   FOREIGN,
DELHI, REPEATED BAGHDAD

[Dated iStt and received ityh November, 1918]
Foreign Secret. Colonel Lawrence, now home on leave from
Syria, has submitted proposal to H. M. G. for dealing compre-
hensively with Arab question. He advocates formation of three
Councils of Arab States outside Hedjaz and its dependencies,
viz.: (i) Lower Mesopotamia, (2) Upper Mesopotamia and (3)
Syria, to be placed respectively under Abdullah, Zeid and Feisal,
sons of King Hussein. Hussein himself would remain King of
Hedjaz and would ultimately be succeeded by his eldest son Ali.
He would have no temporal authority in three states above
mentioned, and, in fact, no position at all there beyond insertion
of his name in Friday prayers in all mosques as Emir-el-Momein.
Lawrence suggests boundaries between Upper and Lower
Mesopotamia should run from confluence of Tigris and Greater
Zab to Anah on Euphrates from which place to Birejik.
Euphrates would form western boundary Upper Mesopotamia.
Northern boundary would lie through Urfa and Diarbekir to
Tigris. Capital of it would be Mosul or Ras-el-Ain. It is of
course understood that both states would be in the British sphere
and Lower Mesopotamia under effective British control.
I recognise that these proposals as involving definite separation
of Mosul from Baghdad conflict with recommendations in
Baghdad telegram 8745, though interstatal boundary does not
appear inconsistent with that suggested in Baghdad telegram
8744; also that importation Abdullah into Mesopotamia would be
in direct opposition to [word omitted].1 But I should be glad if you
would review whole question in the light of existing conditions,
and let me have your views on Lawrence's proposals with as
little delay as possible.
[I take the following facts partly from Liddell Hart's CT. E.
Lawrence': In Arabia and After:
Picot had landed at Beyrout on November 6th as French High
Commissioner in Syria and Armenia. On the I4th he telegraphed
1 Probably Ibn Saud.